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Parents also should not have to worry about whether the conditions in
which their children grow and play are unsafe or unclean. Prenatal and
early-life exposures to allergens and environmental contaminants may have
detrimental lifelong effects. We must take action for our children’s and
grandchildren’s sake, and we must work together to reduce risks from envi-
ronmental exposure at home, school, and play areas. Through coordinated
efforts like that of the President’s Task Force on Environmental Health
Risks and Safety Risks to Children, my Administration will continue to em-
power Federal interagency collaboration to help ensure healthy homes and
communities exist for our children.

Children are our most precious resource. They are our joy in the present,
and our hope for the future. As loved ones and educators, mentors and
friends, we must do everything in our power to protect the health and well-
being of our Nation’s children and the promise of their futures.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Monday, October 4,
2010, as Child Health Day. I call upon families, child health professionals,
faith-based and community organizations, and all levels of government to
help ensure that America’s children stay safe and healthy.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day of
October, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fifth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8579 of October 6, 2010
National Physician Assistants Week, 2010

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In communities across our Nation, physician assistants serve tirelessly ev-
eryday to care for Americans and fulfill a critical function in our health
care system. They provide important medical attention and treatment to pa-
tients and their loved ones, and can be the principal care provider in rural
or inner-city clinics, and other settings with provider shortages. During Na-
tional Physician Assistants Week, we honor these dedicated medical pro-
fessionals and their essential role in providing diagnostic, therapeutic, and
preventive health care services to millions of American men, women, and

children.

With compassion matched by professionalism, physician assistants work as
part of a team to provide vital support to both patients in need and the
doctors who balance the care of many individuals. Recognizing their essen-
tial function in our medical system, we allocated more than $30 million
from the Prevention and Public Health Fund under the Affordable Care Act
to expand the Physician Assistant Training Program, and to increase the
number of physician assistants in primary care over the next 5 years. Pri-
mary care is the foundation of preventive health care, and we must support
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the training of hundreds of new physician assistants who can join the med-
ical field and increase access to providers and services in underserved
areas. Our Nation needs a strong primary care workforce and the continued
dedication of physician assistants in our hospitals, clinics, and medical of-
fices to address the crucial health issues of our time.

Countless American families have relied on the skill, concern, and commit-
ment of physician assistants, in both joyous times and heart-wrenching cir-
cumstances. As we recognize their countless contributions this week, we
also pay tribute to the kind and meticulous care provided by all of Amer-
ica’s medical professionals. Our Nation is stronger because of these invalu-
able workers, and their efforts safeguard a healthy future for all Americans.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 6 through Octo-
ber 12, 2010, as National Physician Assistants Week. I call upon all Ameri-
cans to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and pro-
grams that honor and foster appreciation for our physician assistants and
all medical professionals.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fifth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8580 of October 6, 2010
German-American Day, 2010

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The American story has been written by those who have come to our
shores in search of freedom, opportunity, and the chance at a better life.
The German men and women who braved numerous perils to cross the At-
lantic long ago left a legacy of millions of Americans of German ancestry
who have been an integral part of our national life. On German-American
Day, we pay tribute to the role this community has played in shaping
America and contributing to our progress and prosperity.

On October 6, 1683, 13 courageous German families arrived in Pennsyl-
vania to start a new life. They began a chapter in the American narrative
that has influenced our country in all walks of life, and their resolve lives
on in the men, women, and families of German descent who enhance civic
engagement, steer our industries, and fortify our Nation’s character. With
their dedication and determination, the United States has been a leader in
ingenuity and entrepreneurship, and has delivered a message of hope and
opportunity that resonates around the world. Today, German Americans in-
novate and excel as leaders in all sectors of our society.

On this occasion, we honor not only the countless achievements and rich
heritage of German Americans, but also the strong ties between Germany
and the United States. Our two nations share unbreakable bonds as allies
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